














From a director.

JOE VAN METER, Director

y the time | was
appointed to the
Salem Electric Board

of Directors in 2004, | had
implemented some energy
conservation measures.

As | became more familiar
with all the programs that
Salem Electric offered, along
with the fact that natural
gas prices were increasing
significantly, | knew it was
time to make some changes.

In June 2006 | had a very
educational visit from one
of the energy experts at
Salem Electric. Willie did a
thorough evaluation of

my home’s level of energy
efficiency. | was also
interested in a heat pump,
so we discussed the Heat
Pump Program options too.

The result of Willie's visit
was a detailed report that
outlined all the areas where
my home needed to be
upgraded to meet Salem
Electric’s energy efficiency
standards. | took the next
step, which was contacting
approved insulation and
heating contractors to get
bids. I then signed all

the necessary forms at
Salem Electric and
proceeded to have my

In 1983...

...I moved into my vintage 1964 single-level house which measures
about 2,000 square feet. At the time, the energy bills of my
gas-heated home were not outrageous so investing in energy
conservation wasn't at the top of my list.

walls, ceiling and floors
insulated and all the air leaks
sealed. Not only did Salem
Electric pay half the cost
through their Weatherization
Program, but I also received
a detailed inspection of

the work to make sure it
met Salem Electric’s strict
installation guidelines.

| followed the weatherization
work with the installation of
a high efficiency heat pump.
Again | was at ease because
of the thorough Salem
Electric inspection. | was also
able to take advantage of a
5% interest loan provided by
Salem Electric to cover

the cost of the heat pump
installation and the 50% of
the weatherization work
not paid for by Salem
Electric incentives.

| couldn’t be happier; my
house is warmer and more
comfortable in the winter
and my wonderful heat
pump also keeps us cool
in the summer.

If you have electric heat,

or are thinking of upgrading
to it, call our Member
Services Department. They
can improve your comfort
and lower your bills just like
they did for me. ®@
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