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Until you see the photos 
it’s hard to imagine Tom 
Dalke as Jake Blues: black 

suit and matching dress hat, skinny 
black tie, white shirt and shades. 
But it’s the gospel truth. He and 
Scott Erickson would entertain 
crowds at NW festivals as Jake 
and Elwood Blues. They’d arrive 
in their tricked-out 1963 Lincoln 
Continental and get the place 
rockin’ by lip synching popular 
Blues Brothers’ hits.

The same year that John Belushi 
and Dan Akroyd turned their 
Saturday Night Live skit into a 
popular movie, “Jake” Dalke and 
“Elwood” Erickson shirt-tailed the 
Blues Brothers’ fame with their 
own concert career, capped with  
a rousing halftime performance  
in 1980 for Blazer fans at the 
Memorial Coliseum.

Tom still exudes that rock-star 
self confidence and a sense of 
adventure, attributes needed  
to succeed in any business.  
A self starter from his early  
days, Tom took to woodworking 
and construction with equal  
gusto, capitalizing on talents  
that his father Herb and 
grandfather Tom also put to  
work in Salem. 

Sarah met Tom through church 
friends at the height of Tom’s  
Blues Brothers’ career. She 
graduated in Sprague’s first 
senior class, attended Willamette 
University and then headed to 
Alaska for a few years where she 
worked in banking.

By 1979 she had moved back to 
Salem. Within a few years they 
were married. In a couple years 
Tom and Sarah had their first child, 
also named Tom.

The Dalke’s children, both Tom 
and daughter Courtney, are 
now part of a fourth generation 
of Dalke’s involved in local 
construction. While Courtney 
finishes a business degree program 
at Oregon State, Tom has nearly 
two years experience as a principal 
of TomCor Construction, a 
company started by and shared 
with his sister and father.

Dalke brothers Ken, Larry, Tom and 
Dave all worked for their father. 
In the mid 80s they purchased 
his share, then ran the business 
themselves. Tom sold his interest in 
Dalke Construction a few years ago 
to devote more time to working 
with his kids and enjoying life.

Tom’s advice for those thinking 
about running a business with 
siblings: “Divide responsibilities 
among you,” he said. “It’s 
important that everybody NOT 

be involved in ALL decisions,” 
he added. “When the four of us 
ended up on the same job site 
it would sometimes get hot and 
our sister would have to step in as 
peacemaker,” he laughed. 

The Dalke family is famously tight 
knit with siblings and kids all living 
within a stone’s throw from each 
other. Seeing the activity at their 
Eola house, it’s clear that they 
abide by Ben Franklin’s maxim 
“All work and no play….” Below 
their living room is a lovely patio, 
deck and swimming pool, and 
on this mid-week summer day a 
half dozen friends are enjoying a 
noontime splash. 

A guiding principal for the couple 
continues to be: “Live by your 
conscience first and your wallet 
second.” Tom said, “If you’re 
honest and live up to your 
commitments, you’ll make money 
and have friends too.” Hmmm… 
sounds like a Jake and Elwood line, 
maybe from “I Got Everything I 
Need (Almost)” from the Blues 
Brothers’ first album. h

Member Profile —
Tom & Sarah Dalke

Opinions expressed in “News and Views” are those of the writer and not necessarily those of the board unless otherwise indicated.

While you were  
trying to stay cool 
during the high 

temperatures in July, you 
probably didn’t think about 
what was going on at your 
cooperative. Continuous 
hot weather can be difficult 
for a utility in our climate. 
Transformers, which are a 
key part of our distribution 
system, create their own 
heat and high outside air 
temperatures don’t allow the 
heat to dissipate as it would 
under normal cooler weather 
conditions. Utilities located 
in warmer climates use a 
pumped oil cooling system, 
similar to a radiator, to cool 
substation transformers 
but that design, which 
we’ve installed on some 
transformers, is more costly to 
install, especially for the rare 

occasions that it is needed in 
our climate.

The last week of July power 
usage soared above the 
typical July average of 54 
aMW (average megawatts) 
to a high of 70 aMW. By 
comparison, the arctic 
weather we experienced in 
December 2008 hit a peak of 
73 aMW. Our historic peak 
was set in December 1998 at 
91 aMW.

During July’s extremely hot 
weather our crews were busy  
responding to a few outages 
and doing work to prevent 
additional interruptions 
by balancing loads where 
necessary. The outage, due 
to a transformer failure, 
affected about 200 members 
for just over two hours. 
This was a very uncommon 

situation because very rarely 
do transformers reach 100% 
capacity. In addition, Salem 
Electric loads its transformers 
to be able to withstand 
100% of the maximum usage 
allowable at each residence 
served by that transformer 
— where many utilities load 
theirs at 125% — potentially 
increasing the risk of 
interruptions.

I’ve been a member since 
1972 and on the board 
since 2002. As I learn more 
about the way Salem Electric 
designs its distribution 
system, carefully trying to 
make it as reliable as possible, 
I continue to be impressed 
with our electric cooperative. h

Jerry Berger
President
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Our Summer  
Heat Wave News & Information about your consumer-owned utility

Payment Options

We realize that nobody likes to write 
that monthly check to Salem Electric,  
and we’re trying to make it as 

painless as possible.

Our AutoPay Program, available to all residential 
and commercial members, takes away one of 
the steps that nobody likes…writing the check. 
Sure you still have to write down the amount in 
your check register, but we can take care of the 
rest… automatically.

With your authorization, your monthly 
payments can be automatically deducted from 
your checking account, VISA or MasterCard. 
Just complete the form below and return it with 
your payment.

If you’d rather not have your account set up 
to pay automatically, you can make an online 

payment at salemelectric.com or pay over the 
phone with a VISA or MasterCard.

Another option is the Average Pay Plan, where 
your monthly payments only fluctuate a small 
amount each month. This program is only 
available to residential members with no unpaid 
balance on their account. Easier yet, combine 
the Average Pay and AutoPay programs or go 
paperless and get your bill electronically. Just log 
on to your account at salemelectric.com.

If you’d like to sign up or would like more 
information on any of our easy pay options, 
complete the form below and mail it with your 
electric bill. h

Simple Solutions.✃

SALEM ELECTRIC PAYMENT OPTIONS – AUTHORIZATION FORM

Name (please print)____________________________________________Date___________________

Mailing Address_ _____________________________________________________________________

Street Address________________________________________________________________________

City _ __________________________Zip Code_____________ _SE Account Number______________

Phone Number: Home_ __________________________ Work________________________________

To pay via your bank account:

Bank name___________________________________________________________________________

Routing Number_________________________ _Bank Account Number_________________________

To pay via credit card:

n VISA     n MasterCard      Account Number __________________________ Exp. Date_ ________

Signature___________________________________ Signature________________________________     
	 (If second signature is required)

Please include a voided blank check if signing up for AutoPay from checking.

n Send me the “Easy Pay Options” brochure. 
(Also available at salemelectric.com by clicking 
the “Your Account” tab.) 

n Sign me up for the AutoPay Plan.	

n Sign me up for the Average Pay Plan. (Must 
have a zero account balance.)

n Check here to authorize a $1 or $__________ 
(amount of your choice) monthly deduction for 
our member assistance program to be included 
with AutoPay.

Jerry Berger, President

The Oregon Rural Electric Cooperative Association, Salem Electric’s statewide organization, recently 
compiled statistics on the 17 co-ops it represents. Here are the results of the ORECA survey.

Co
-o

p 
Co

m
pa

ris
on

		Ra  nge	 Salem Electric	 SE Ranking

	M etered Accounts per Employee	 137–385	 385	 Highest

	 Dollars of Gross Plant Investment per Employee 
	 (in thousands)	 $748–$1,960	 $748	L owest

	 Dollars of Plant Investment per Member	 $2,490–$9,240	 $2,490	L owest

	 Dollars of Revenue per Employee 
	 (in thousands)	 $217–$677	 $519	 Third Highest
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All board meetings are held at 7 pm at Salem Electric, 633 Seventh Street NW, Salem, Oregon

Jerry Berger 
President

Alicia Bonesteele
Jim Dyer

Jeff Anderson 
Vice-President

Carl Beach 
Secretary/Treasurer

Paul Ennor
Joe Van Meter

Board of DirectorsUpcoming Board Meetings
September 29 October 27 November 24

Presented by:

Carl E. Beach,  
Secretary/Treasurer September 2009

From your board of  directors

Recent information from BPA, our power supplier, indicates an overall 
6.5% increase in power cost — or about $660,000 annually. The board 
rate committee will review the information to determine what, if any, rate 
adjustment is necessary effective October 2009.

Rates:

September 2009 Salem electric info bulletinSalem electric info bulletin

With the recent record high temperatures, Engineering & Operations 
Manager Roger Kuhlman reported that on July 27, 2009, the peak load 
was nearly 70 aMW, almost matching our high peak last winter of 73.3 
during the extreme cold weather. Kuhlman also reported that, due to 
the significant administrative costs associated with the federal stimulus 
grant for the SMART grid test bed project, staff recommends withdrawing 
SE’s application. The board took action unanimously approving staff’s 
recommendation.

Record 
Temperatures:

General Manager Bob Speckman updated the board on the following:

�ORECA’s new director Ted Case will be presenting the annual •	
legislative review to the board at the August board meeting.

The board Power Supply Committee will meet on August 6.•	

The board Remuneration Committee will meet on August 10.•	

A board and staff retreat is scheduled for October 13.•	

Manager’s 
Report:

Utilities Respond  
to Growing Need  
for Electricity 

There’s no doubt that  
the call for energy in  
the Pacific Northwest will 

be increasing. 

Our region’s population is 
growing and so are new 
technologies that rely on 
electricity as a power source.  
The demand for electricity is 
expected to increase significantly 
in the next decade.

Many utilities have added 
renewable power sources and  
are exploring additional sources in 
response to environmental goals 

mandated by recent legislation. 
Greater energy demand, resources 
and other issues, plus new 
environmental requirements will 
all influence the utilities’ plans 
for providing reliable, affordable 
power in the future.

Utilities engage in long-term  
planning and regularly assess the 
risks and benefits of various energy 
resources, new technologies and 
energy efficiency methods to meet 
future electricity needs. Customers 
count on them to provide reliable 
electricity at the most reasonable 
price possible, while protecting 
the environment.

To meet the need for more 
electricity in a fiscally and 

environmentally responsible 
way, utilities will partner with 
consumers to intensify energy 
efficiency efforts. At the same 
time, utilities will explore 
and support new technology 
development, invest in 
infrastructure upgrades and 
integrate additional renewable 
resources to keep pace with the 
growing power demand.

There are still many unknowns and 
utilities face complex challenges 
regarding electricity resources 
and demand. However, utilities 
are working independently and 
as a team with regional energy 
partners to inform customers and 
policymakers so that we can all be 
part of the solution.

For more information, check 
out the “Plan Today. Power 
Tomorrow.” regional energy 
project at pnucc.org. h

When you turn an electrical 
device off you might assume 
it isn’t using any electricity. 
Many times that just isn’t the 
case. Electronic devices that 
use clocks, memory, remote 
control, microprocessors, and 
instant-on features consume 
electricity whenever they are 
plugged in — 24 hours-a-day, 
seven days-a-week. These 
phantom electric loads can 
add up.

Here are some options to reduce 
these phantom loads:

•	 Avoid devices with 
electronic memory unless it is 
kept active by batteries.

•	 Purchase ENERGY STAR-
rated devices and save 
up to 75% of the energy 
consumption.

Consider a smart strip 
surge protector which is a 
great way to reduce your 
“phantom load.” This power 
strip uses very little energy, 
but it can save a lot. Just plug 
in your computer to the main 
switch on the smart strip. 
Your printer, fax, modem, or 
other components plugged 
in the “switched outlets” 
will power off when you 

shut down the computer. No 
worrying about turning all 
your equipment off  
at the end of the day, the smart 
strip does it for you. It works 
with your TV and all other 
electronic components too.

The power cord uses one 
watt of electricity when  
fully energized, and zero 
watts when the switched 
outlets are off. So, not only 
does this function as a surge 
protector, it is also an energy 
saver, making it a little easier 
to work smart. 

For more information search 
“SMART STRIP POWER 
STRIP” on the web or contact 
an electronics or home 
improvement store. h
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The ductless heat pump test program continues to be very successful 
with over 600 installations throughout the Northwest. The test program 
ends September 30, after which time BPA will spend two heating seasons 
evaluating the program and the associated energy savings.

Ductless Heat 
Pump Update:

Salem Electric’s last rate adjustment was January 2009, 
when we reduced rates by 5%.  Effective October 1, 
2009, our power supplier, The Bonneville Power Admin-
istration (BPA), is implementing a 6.5% overall whole-
sale power cost increase.  

Typically, since about half of Salem Electric’s costs are for 
power, approximately 50% of a wholesale rate increase 
would be passed along to the members. However, 
since 2002 it has been Salem Electric’s board policy 

to maintain as much stability as possible with regard 
to rates. Considering the current economic situation 
and the fact that Salem Electric continues to receive 
rate credits from BPA, the board voted to maintain the 
current rates. The credits are the result of a court action 
which determined that BPA paid too much money to 
IOUs as part of the Residential Exchange. BPA stopped 
making the payments but continued to collect the 
money from its preference customers, including Salem 
Electric. The credits are expected to continue through 
September 2011.

No Rate Increase

The Salem Electric Board of Directors approved 
a $3,000 donation to the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s (NRECA) International 
Foundation. The Foundation raises funds to bring 
electricity to rural residents in Haiti, the Philippines, 
Sudan and other developing countries. 

Cooperatives can make a cash donation, donate 
equipment or lend experienced line workers to  
assist with the projects. For more than 40 years 
NRECA has been providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electricity to rural areas around the world. h

Salem Electric Supports International Efforts

Consider an energy-efficient 
appliance and get a rebate 
and tax credit. 

Your appliances (including 
your water heater) account 
for 20% of your energy 

costs each year. If you buy a  
premium-efficiency appliance, you 
can save in energy costs for several 
years. 

When shopping for new appliances 
look for the ENERGY STAR logo. 
There are also lists of appliances 
that qualify for tax credits at  
www.oregon.gov/energy. 

Tax Credits — A Residential Energy 
Tax Credit is applied dollar-for-
dollar against your Oregon income 

taxes owed. You must be an 
Oregon resident and the qualifying 
equipment must be in the home 
you live in or in your second 
vacation home, located in Oregon.

Refrigerators — Replacing a 
refrigerator purchased in early 
1990 with a new tax credit eligible 
model would save enough energy 
to light the average home for more 
than four months.

Dishwashers — New tax credit 
eligible models use 25% less 
energy than federal minimum 
standards and save water, while 
getting your dishes cleaner.

Clothes washers — Wouldn’t you 
like a washing machine that uses 
half as much energy and water 

than other models while doing  
a better job?

Heat Pumps — The most efficient 
heat pumps are also eligible for the  
Oregon Residential Energy Tax Credit.  
(Note: Not all appliances labeled 
energy efficient by the Federal 
ENERGY STAR Program are eligible  
for the State Residential Energy Tax 
Credit program, which has higher 
standards than ENERGY STAR.)

Salem Electric offers a $60  
rebate for qualifying refrigerators,  
freezers, dishwashers, clothes 
washers and water heaters. Contact 
our Member Services Department 
or visit salemelectric.com and 
select “Energy Conservation”  
for details. h

Shopping for New Home Appliances?

Salem Electric members are part of Power of Community, Oregon’s statewide grassroots network, and 
have been instrumental in speaking up about issues that would affect our electric rates. The utility industry 
is facing changes and challenges that will impact the cost of doing business for your member-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperative and we need your help now more than ever before. Your input as 
policies or laws are being shaped is critical and we’ll contact you when your voice is needed. E-mail is the 
quickest and most cost-effective way of keeping you up to date. 

Please take a moment to share or update your e-mail address with us and be assured that we will never 
give your e-mail address to anyone. Fill out the form below with your information and return it with your 
electric bill or drop it off at our office. h

Name_____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address_ __________________________________________________

City_______________ State__________________________ Zip______________

Email Address_ ____________________________________________________
	 Disregard if you don’t have e-mail
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was nearly 70 aMW, almost matching our high peak last winter of 73.3 
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the significant administrative costs associated with the federal stimulus 
grant for the SMART grid test bed project, staff recommends withdrawing 
SE’s application. The board took action unanimously approving staff’s 
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for Electricity 

There’s no doubt that  
the call for energy in  
the Pacific Northwest will 
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Our region’s population is 
growing and so are new 
technologies that rely on 
electricity as a power source.  
The demand for electricity is 
expected to increase significantly 
in the next decade.

Many utilities have added 
renewable power sources and  
are exploring additional sources in 
response to environmental goals 

mandated by recent legislation. 
Greater energy demand, resources 
and other issues, plus new 
environmental requirements will 
all influence the utilities’ plans 
for providing reliable, affordable 
power in the future.

Utilities engage in long-term  
planning and regularly assess the 
risks and benefits of various energy 
resources, new technologies and 
energy efficiency methods to meet 
future electricity needs. Customers 
count on them to provide reliable 
electricity at the most reasonable 
price possible, while protecting 
the environment.

To meet the need for more 
electricity in a fiscally and 

environmentally responsible 
way, utilities will partner with 
consumers to intensify energy 
efficiency efforts. At the same 
time, utilities will explore 
and support new technology 
development, invest in 
infrastructure upgrades and 
integrate additional renewable 
resources to keep pace with the 
growing power demand.

There are still many unknowns and 
utilities face complex challenges 
regarding electricity resources 
and demand. However, utilities 
are working independently and 
as a team with regional energy 
partners to inform customers and 
policymakers so that we can all be 
part of the solution.

For more information, check 
out the “Plan Today. Power 
Tomorrow.” regional energy 
project at pnucc.org. h

When you turn an electrical 
device off you might assume 
it isn’t using any electricity. 
Many times that just isn’t the 
case. Electronic devices that 
use clocks, memory, remote 
control, microprocessors, and 
instant-on features consume 
electricity whenever they are 
plugged in — 24 hours-a-day, 
seven days-a-week. These 
phantom electric loads can 
add up.

Here are some options to reduce 
these phantom loads:

•	 Avoid devices with 
electronic memory unless it is 
kept active by batteries.

•	 Purchase ENERGY STAR-
rated devices and save 
up to 75% of the energy 
consumption.

Consider a smart strip 
surge protector which is a 
great way to reduce your 
“phantom load.” This power 
strip uses very little energy, 
but it can save a lot. Just plug 
in your computer to the main 
switch on the smart strip. 
Your printer, fax, modem, or 
other components plugged 
in the “switched outlets” 
will power off when you 

shut down the computer. No 
worrying about turning all 
your equipment off  
at the end of the day, the smart 
strip does it for you. It works 
with your TV and all other 
electronic components too.

The power cord uses one 
watt of electricity when  
fully energized, and zero 
watts when the switched 
outlets are off. So, not only 
does this function as a surge 
protector, it is also an energy 
saver, making it a little easier 
to work smart. 

For more information search 
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with over 600 installations throughout the Northwest. The test program 
ends September 30, after which time BPA will spend two heating seasons 
evaluating the program and the associated energy savings.
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when we reduced rates by 5%.  Effective October 1, 
2009, our power supplier, The Bonneville Power Admin-
istration (BPA), is implementing a 6.5% overall whole-
sale power cost increase.  

Typically, since about half of Salem Electric’s costs are for 
power, approximately 50% of a wholesale rate increase 
would be passed along to the members. However, 
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to maintain as much stability as possible with regard 
to rates. Considering the current economic situation 
and the fact that Salem Electric continues to receive 
rate credits from BPA, the board voted to maintain the 
current rates. The credits are the result of a court action 
which determined that BPA paid too much money to 
IOUs as part of the Residential Exchange. BPA stopped 
making the payments but continued to collect the 
money from its preference customers, including Salem 
Electric. The credits are expected to continue through 
September 2011.

No Rate Increase

The Salem Electric Board of Directors approved 
a $3,000 donation to the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s (NRECA) International 
Foundation. The Foundation raises funds to bring 
electricity to rural residents in Haiti, the Philippines, 
Sudan and other developing countries. 

Cooperatives can make a cash donation, donate 
equipment or lend experienced line workers to  
assist with the projects. For more than 40 years 
NRECA has been providing safe, reliable and 
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Your appliances (including 
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for 20% of your energy 

costs each year. If you buy a  
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Oregon resident and the qualifying 
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refrigerator purchased in early 
1990 with a new tax credit eligible 
model would save enough energy 
to light the average home for more 
than four months.
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getting your dishes cleaner.

Clothes washers — Wouldn’t you 
like a washing machine that uses 
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for details. h
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policies or laws are being shaped is critical and we’ll contact you when your voice is needed. E-mail is the 
quickest and most cost-effective way of keeping you up to date. 
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